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Integrata Architecture + Construction updates and enlarges
a beloved family home while keeping its heart and soul intact.

(Right) Built in 1889, the
original front portion of “Rose
Cottage” was preserved,
including its shingled facade
with pop-out dormers.
(Above) The vintage living
room fireplace and mantel
were also salvaged.

DA N T E B O R G E S E

Building
on
the Past

alking through the brand-new house she’s
about to move into, the homeowner is
nostalgic. “I have a soft spot for this house,”
she says, as though she’s already lived in it, and once
she relates her story, it all makes sense. For although the
site has the earmarks of new construction, if you look
beyond its freshly painted walls, pristine appliances and
yet-to-be-planted lawn, a family history unfolds that is
more important to the place’s underpinnings than any
concrete foundation could ever be.
The original structure in this North Falmouth
ocean-view location was built in 1889 and named
“Rose Cottage.” It belonged to the grandparents of the
current owner, who fondly remembers the aromatic
flowers that gave the place its name and hopes to plant
her own soon. Unheated and less than half the size
it is now (3,800 square feet), it was a simple summer
bungalow, with just a wood stove in the kitchen for
heat. “The last time [the stove] was used was during
the 1954 hurricane,” recounts the homeowner. With a
laugh, she adds: “Any rational person would have torn
the house down.”
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70

FALMOUTH LIVING • 2020

FALMOUTHLIVINGMAG.COM 

71

Cathy Kert, in collaboration with Lisa Steers of Mid-Cape Home
Centers’ Martha’s Vineyard location, designed the home’s two
kitchens. For the main kitchen, Dura-Supreme cabinetry was
chosen and finished in a soft gray-green custom color.

Andrew Borgese, principal of Integrata Architecture +
Construction, in Falmouth, begs to differ. In his opinion,
the house wasn’t a tear-down, but, he concedes, “Maybe it
was in the ICU.” Reluctant to raze the structure, Borgese
launched a plan for design and construction and enlisted
the help of interior designer Cathy Kert of Pocasset.
Their end goal was a year-round home suited to multigenerational living, one that would accommodate not
only the homeowner but also her son, daughter-in-law
and their two young girls. It was important that everyone’s
wishes be listened to with respect and their needs be met
as cost-efficiently as possible. The overriding challenge was
how to design a substantial addition that didn’t look like an
awkward appendage to the preserved front portion of the
house, a sweet, shingled façade with pop-out dormers.
Borgese and Kert hashed out details with the family
that ranged from building code-related issues to where
to carve out a reading nook for the girls. They designed
an ample living space for the homeowner that gives her
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privacy but also allows her to enjoy the rest of the first
floor—the eat-in kitchen, living room and a den. The
second floor has three bedrooms and two bathrooms
designed for the son and daughter-in-law’s young family,
and a dormer was added to the third floor so that the
homeowner’s other son can have his own bedroom
and bathroom when he comes to visit. Sustainable and
energy-efficient design and construction were also high
on the family’s priority list, which was another reason
they chose to work with Integrata.

73

(Above and opposite page) The homeowner’s son and
daughter-in-law’s second-floor master bedroom and en suite
bath. (Right) A staircase leading to the second floor features
wainscoting salvaged from the original home.

All agreed that maintaining the summer-cottage
feeling of the home was key. “There was so much
character to this house,” says Borgese. “Some things
were definitely worth salvaging.” These ranged from the
general massing—how the three-dimensional elements
are combined and juxtaposed to create the volume of
the structure that we see from the outside—to small
details like the decorative batten strips that cover the gaps
between the vertical siding and portions of the original
wainscoting that were stripped and stained. The vintage
living room fireplace and mantel were left untouched,
while a pair of sturdy wooden roof brackets, decorative
elements, were moved from the back of the house to
a doorway out front that leads from the homeowner’s
apartment to a deep side porch shared by all.
Having her own access to the porch, as well as a
private door that leads from the outdoor shower into her
bathroom, were important to the homeowner, who is
moving from a considerably larger home.
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a higher-end line, Dura-Supreme, was chosen and
finished in a very soft gray-green custom color. Here,
arched toe kicks and strategically placed beadboard
accents are details that aesthetically elevate the room,
along with vintage-style pendant lights sourced from
Australia by the homeowner. There is also a custom
black-and-white backsplash with a soft green border
behind the range from Tessa Morgan of Flying Pig
Pottery, just down the road in Woods Hole.
Flooded with light, the home’s central living
spaces are designed to accommodate large gatherings;
a number of relatives live nearby. But for the fourth,
fifth and sixth generations of the family who now live
here year-round, it’s the reminiscences that spring from
these gatherings that will matter most. “The house has
so many memories for me and my two sons,” says the
homeowner. “This was an emotional investment.”

(Right) Each of the homeowner’s young granddaughters has her
own second-floor bedroom. (Below) Maximizing every inch of
space, Andrew Borgese designed a reading nook under the stairs
for the grandchildren.

(Above) A private living space, replete with master suite and an
open-concept kitchen and living area, was designed to give the
homeowner privacy while also allowing her to enjoy the rest of
the first floor. (Left) The homeowner chose vibrant Turkish tiles in
a red, white and blue design for her kitchen backsplash.

An avid cook, she also insisted on having a full
kitchen, not just a kitchenette. “We wanted to offer her
the maximum living and storage space that we could
in light of her substantial downsize,” says Cathy Kert,
whose certification in Aging in Place proved to be an
asset. “The space gives [the homeowner] independent
living and privacy but also gives her the opportunity to
welcome her large family over.” All of the first floor is
universally designed and includes three-foot-wide doors
easily navigated by a walker or wheelchair, should it
ever be needed.
Both kitchens were designed by Kert in
collaboration with Lisa Steers of Mid-Cape Home
Centers’ Martha’s Vineyard location. Their aim was
to deliver a built-in furniture look using semi-custom
cabinetry kicked up a notch with a few custom
features. While the all-white apartment kitchen sports
the Medallion line of cabinetry, in the main kitchen
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